
Hovmber 15, 1935 

Trofessor H, J, Aaller 
Departmmt of Zoology 
biiiW3 uAiV4XSitgt 
Bloom3.ngtm, hdiana 

Th6 enclosu.re Is a lstter-to-thfkeditor that I wrote recw3nt.l.y ih response 
to 6 mqueat from Miso h&m to aoaiw9nt 0~ thf+ 2ulletin~s cuzmmt intmwt 

in genetics, and particul~ly on Rabinowitbhle edi&Mal on Muller at %neva. 2 
I am sure we mwt, have diauuesed the same iS8tU98 before, but 1 had not c-- 
realized how closely our vfawe on the bportwoe of chemkl mtag8msis 
ooir&.ded. Not h&f-an-how after I had &.led out tho lettar, I saw your r--+ 
excellent article is~ the SaG3ntVi.c Amwlmin- aixi X thought you mmlC: be f‘ 
~ters8ted ti a~ enthus&atLc seconding of ,puur discussion on this point. CT 

>, 4 
1s there anythiryl practical that can be done about thiaP There are obvious 

politicd implications in the tmlargwmt of the problm of genetic hazarda-- 
especially that they should not be the unique cormet’n of the A?x. ‘r’his agency 
is after a primaruy a techniati orgar&zation devoted to the fulleet pOS- 
sible e@oitation of atomio energy; it i8 Wt 8UrpriEifl& in tri’3W Of this pri- 
mary miesion, @hat they should act as if the genetic and other hazard8 were 
annoyances to be swept under the carpet oh9 way or another. ‘Fhs watchdog over 
our soulal future should be aq agancy for whfch the public health 1s the prb- 
mary mission... but I wish I could wholeheartedly maomend any other agency 
as having at present the stfn38 of mission and the te:hnically qualified perrron- 
he1 &o take it over. It would hot surprise me (but it my not he true > 52 the 
AX actually wmld be quits willing to hand over this hot potato to someone else. 
But you .mst have been thinking much mm deeply, and with mch more ir&,raation 
about these political mtters; if you have any suggestions, or can advise me 
of anything that I can do, please le$ m know. 

Yours aincsrely, 

Joshua Lederberg 


